stories deal not with love that ends in marriage
or is contained in marriage, but with love out-
side the marriage relationship. Indeed, it is
significant that when marriage is the theme
the story nearly always ends in tragedy. Two
famous stories, PEI Li SHI and CHIAO FANG CHI,
deal entirely with extra-marital love, and are
written apparently to show the superiority of
the courtesans, who could read and write and
sing and were clever and beautiful besides,
beyond the ordinary wife who was, as the
Chinese say even today, " a yellow-faced
woman," and usually Illiterate.

So strong did this tendency become that
officialdom grew alarmed at the popularity of
such stories among the common people and they
were denounced as revolutionary and dangerous
because it was thought they attacked that founda-
tion of Chinese civilization, the family system.
A reactionary tendency was not lacking, such as
is to be seen in Hm CHEN CHI, one of the earlier
forms of a famous later work, the story of the
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